Onward  Christian 
Soldiers 

A  History 
of 

Green  Hill  Baptist  Church 


BY  N.  IXOYD  HAMPTON 

1913  - 1966 


A/if 


Onward  Christian 
Soldiers 


A  History 
of 

Green  Hill  Baptist  Church 


BY  N.  LLOYD  HAMPTON 

1913  - 1966 


mi3 


ONWARD,  CHRISTIAN  SOLDIERS 


Onward,  Christian  soldiers,  marching  as  to  war, 
With  the  cross  of  Jesus  going  on  before! 
Christ,  the  royal  Master,  leads  against  the  foe; 
Forward  into  battle,  see  His  banner  go! 

At  the  sign  of  triumph  Satan's  host  doth  flee; 
On,  then,  Christian  soldiers,  on  to  victory! 
Hell's  foundations  quiver  at  the  shout  of  praise; 
Brothers,  lift  your  voices,  loud  your  anthems  raise! 

Like  a  mighty  army  moves  the  church  of  God;  brother's, 
We  are  treading  where  the  saints  have  trod;  we  are 
Not  divided;  all  one  body  we,  one  in  hope  and 
Doctrine,  one  in  charity. 

Onward,  then,  ye  people,  join  our  happy  throng, 
Blend  with  ours  your  voices  in  the  triumph  song; 
Glory,  laud,  and  honor,  unto  Christ  the  King;  this 
Thro'  countless  ages  men  and  angels  sing. 

Onward,  Christian  soldiers,  marching  as  to  war, 
With  the  cross  of  Jesus  Going  on  before! 
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FORWARD 

I  am  sure  that  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  entire  member- 
ship of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church  when  I  express  our  appre- 
ciation to  Mr.  N.  Lloyd  Hampton  for  his  enduring  and  tireless 
efforts  in  writing  this  book.  Onward  Christian  Soldiers  is  not 
just  the  history  of  a  church;  it  is  the  history  of  a  people-laboring 
together  and  sacrificing  together  in  order  that  the  Green  Hill 
Community  mighty  have  a  church  that  would  be  pleasing  in 
the  sight  of  God. 

History  is  being  made  every  single  day  of  our  lives  and 
we  can  observe  through  Mr.  Hampton's  contribution  many  of 
the  struggles  that  our  fathers  and  their  fathers  must  have  had 
in  their  onward  march  for  the  church.  It  took  over  three 
years  to  write  this  book  and  over  fifty  years  to  make  it  a  part  of 
our  memory  and  heritage.  Our  appreciation  to  N.  Lloyd  Hamp- 
ton for  not  permitting  us  to  forget. 


Billy  D.  Martin,  Pastor 
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In  compliance  with  the  request  made  October  24,  1913  by  certain  mem- 
bers of  neighboring  Baptist  churches,  a  presbytery  met  at  the  Portrum  School 
House  at  11:00  A.M.,  December  6,  1913,  lor  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Baptist 
church. 

Rev.  B.  M.  Hamrick  read  a  scripture  from  Matthew  25:14-31.  Rev.  G.  G. 
O'Neill  led  in  prayer.  Rev.  D.  j.  Hunt  brought  an  eloquent  and  powerful 
message  from  II  Timothy  1:6,  followed  by  prayer  by  Rev.  G.  G.  O'Neill.  This 
concluded  the  morning  session. 

On  assembling  after  the  lunch  hour  at  two  o'clock,  prayer  was  led  by 
Brother  J.  P.  Jones,  superintendent  of  the  local  Sunday  School.  The  churches 
that  had  petitioned  the  meeting  were  found  to  be  represented  as  follows: 

Mountain  Creek:  Rev.  G.  G.  O'Neill,  pastor;  deacons:  J.  S.  Hampton, 
J.  P.  Hyder,  and  A.  F.  Geer. 

Rutherfordton:    Rev.  R.  H.  Herring,  pastor,  N.  E.  Walker,  deacon. 

Round  Hill:    Rev.  D.  J.  Hunt,  pastor. 

Mount  Vernon:    F.  O.  Lewis,  deacon. 

Pleasant  Grove:  Rev.  B.  M.  Hamrick,  pastor;  deacons:  R.  Ledbetter  and 
J.  B.  Elliott. 

Pleasant  Hill:    M.  D.  Hill,  deacon. 

A  visiting  deacon  from  Camp  Creek  Baptist  Church,  J.  P.  Heaton,  was 
by  motion  added  to  the  presbytery,  making  a  total  of  four  pastors  and  nine 
deacons  present. 

(It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  readers  to  know  the  exact  location  of  the 
Portrum  School  House,  which  was  known  as  Green  Hill  School.  It  was  a  one-room 
building  located  almost  directly  across  highway  74  from  the  Green  Hill  Baptist 
pastorium.) 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Herring,  after  which  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Presbytery.  Mr.  A.  L.  Rucker  was  elected  secretary. 

Upon  call  of  the  chairman,  letters  of  dismission  were  handed  in  from 
Mountain  Creek  Church  as  follows:  Sam  D.  Lewis  and  wife,  Viola  Lewis,  their 
daughter,  Lillian  Lewis,  and  son,  Dexter  Lewis,  A.  L.  Rucker  and  wife,  Rutha 
J.  Rucker,  son,  H.  M.  Rucker,  and  daughter,  Nannie  S.  Rucker;  J.  A.  Rucker 
and  wife,  Fannie  Rucker;  Miss  Cordelia  Hyder;  A.  G.  Walker  and  wife,  Dora  and 
son,  Hobert;  C.  H.  Hyder  and  wife,  Mollie  Hyder;  Lee  Camp  and  wife,  Mary 
Hampton  Camp;  G.  H.  Bailey  and  wife,  Luvenia  Bailey,  and  daughter,  Effie 
Bailey.  This  made  a  total  of  twenty-one  members. 

From  Rutherfordton  Church  J.  P.  Jones  and  wife,  Nancy  Jones,  and  sons, 
Ben  and  Roy  Jones.  From  Pleasant  Grove  Church  Thomas  J.  Jones  and  wife, 
Mary  A.  Jones,  making  a  grand  total  of  twenty-seven  charter  members. 

The  reading  of  the  Articles  of  Faith  was  done  by  the  chairman,  Rev.  R.  H. 
Herring,  and  the  church  covenant  was  read  by  Rev.  G.  G.  O'Neill.  Both  readings 
were  temporarily  adopted.  The  doctrines  and  principles  were  taken  from  Dr. 
Pendleton's  Church  Manual. 
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Green  Hill  Baptist  Church  was  the  name  unanimously  adopted  for  the 
new  church.  The  church  building  was  to  be  erected  on  a  lot  between  the  school- 
house  and  Mountain  Creek.  The  lot  of  two  acres  was  purchased  from  Richard  T. 
Lewis.  Mr.  Lewis  gave  back  the  purchase  price  except  ten  dollars.  This  lot  ad- 
joined a  two-acre  tract  which  had  previously  been  donated  by  the  Taylor  family 
for  a  cemetery,  which  had  been  in  use  for  many  years. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  and  meet  again  December  20  at  10:30  a.m.  to  elect 
a  pastor  and  other  church  officers  was  seconded  and  carried.  At  this  meeting 
Brother  J.  P.  Jones  was  elected  moderator,  after  which  he  read  II  Corinthians  4: 
1-7  and  led  in  prayer.  The  door  of  the  church  was  opened  for  reception  of  mem- 
bers. Bro.  J.  Newton  Jones  and  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughters,  Sue  Belle  and  Deloris; 
B.  B.  Jones  and  wife,  Carol,  and  Monroe  Jones  who  had  come  under  the  watch- 
care  of  the  church  at  the  first  meeting  December  6,  presented  letters  from  Pleas- 
ant Hill  and  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Churches.  This  made  a  total  of  thirty-four 
members  who  constituted  the  new  church. 

After  prayerful  consideration,  a  unanimous  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  D.  J. 
Hunt  to  become  pastor  of  the  church. 

A.  L.  Rucker  was  elected  clerk;  T.  J.  Jones,  treasurer;  J.  A.  Rucker, 
J.  P.  Jones,  and  A.  G.  Walker  were  elected  deacons.  The  Building  Committee 
was  made  up  of  J.  P.  Jones,  A.  G.  Walker,  j.  P.  Hyder,  J.  X.  Jones,  and  S.  D. 
Lewis.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  meet  January  3,  1914. 

At  this  meeting  the  pastor-elect,  Rev.  D.  J.  Hunt  was  present.  He  read 
scripture  from  the  third  chapter  of  John  and  preached  an  inspiring  sermon  on 
love.  He  accepted  the  call  to  serve  as  pastor  and  thus  the  new  church,  with  faith 
and  vision  of  a  new  building  in  the  near  future,  praised  the  Lord  for  his  mercy 
and  blessings. 

They  began  their  new  church  according  to  the  New  Testament  idea  of  a 
"company  of  persons  divinely  called  and  separated  from  the  world,  baptized  on 
a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  united  in  covenant  for  worship  and  Christian 
service,  under  the  supreme  authority  of  Christ,  whose  word  is  their  only  law 
and  rule  of  life  in  all  matters  of  religious  faith  and  practice." 

Churches  are  divinely  instituted  to  be  "the  light  of  world"  and  "the  salt 
of  the  earth."  They  are  ordained  for  the  glory  of  God,  "  the  ground  and  pillow 
of  the  truth,"  in  proclamation  of  His  Gospel  and  the  establishment  of  His  kind- 
dom  in  the  world. 

They  are  commissioned  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  all  men  and  races,  and 
to  live  the  gospel  before  men,  that  Christ  may  be  honored  and  sinners  saved. 
The  church  which  does  the  most  to  honor  Christ  will  be  the  most  honored  by 
Him,  and  the  most  influential  and  prosperous. 

It  shall  be  attemped  to  show  in  this  book  of  the  history  of  Green  Hill 
Baptist  Church  how  well  the  church  has  fulfilled  the  purpose  of  its  existence  and 
the  mission  of  its  high  calling  for  the  first  fifty  years  of  its  existence. 

The  year  1914  was  a  critical  year  for  the  new  church.  The  weather  was 
bad  all  winter.  The  roads  were  almost  impassable.  Few  were  able  to  get  to 
church.  S.  D.  Lewis  was  added  to  the  deacon  board  at  the  April  meeting. 
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It  was  decided  that  the  time  of  meeting  would  be  on  the  second  Saturday 
and  Sunday  of  each  month.  The  May  meeting  was  voted  to  be  observed  as 
Memorial  Day,  and  ordination  of  deacons.  The  same  churches  who  had  aided 
in  organizing  the  church  were  invited  to  help  in  the  ordination  services.  May  10, 
1914. 

At  the  Saturday  meeting,  May  9,  plans  were  made  and  committees  appoint- 
ed to  help  carry  out  arrangements  for  the  day.  Several  members  from  Mountain 
Creek  Church  were  asked  to  help.  The  pastor  appointed  the  following:  com- 
mittee on  flowers  at  cemetery.  C.  H.  Hyder,  T.  J.  Jones,  and  John  S.  Hampton; 
committee  on  dinner  arrangements,  Grady  Jones,  N.  Lloyd  Hampton,  Willia 
Mae  Hampton,  and  Fannie  Lewis. 

The  church  met  on  the  cemetery  grounds  on  the  following  day  at  10:30 
a.m.  After  A.  G.  Walker  led  the  congregation  in  the  singing  of  a  hymn,  M.  H. 
Hyder  led  in  prayer.  The  scripture  was  read  by  W.  F.  Sinclair,  pastor  of  Pleas- 
ant Hill  Church.  Short  talks  were  made  by  A.  L.  Rucker  and  N.  L.  Hampton 
on  the  origin  and  meaning  of  Memorial  Day.  Pastor  D.  J.  Hunt  preached  the 
memorial  sermon  using  Genesis  42:13,  "One  is  Not,"  as  his  text.  This  was  one 
of  the  most  dramatic  and  heart-warming  sermons  this  writer  ever  heard. 

The  graves  were  profusely  decorated  with  flowers,  and  dinner  was  served 
to  five  hundred  guests  and  visitors. 

The  afternon  session,  which  had  been  planned  to  be  held  at  the  school- 
house,  was  held  on  the  church  grounds  because  the  crowd  was  so  large  that 
everyone  could  not  get  into  the  schoolhouse.  The  door  of  the  church  was  opened 
and  Miss  Carrie  Elliott  was  received  by  letter  from  the  Round  Hill  Church. 

This  was  a  great  day  for  the  new  church.  The  following  deacons  were 
ordained:  J.  P.  Jones,  S.  D.  Lewis,  and  A.  G.  Walker.  Brother  James  A.  Rucker 
had  already  been  ordained. 

The  first  revival  meeting  of  the  church  was  held  August  31  to  September 
6,  1914,  by  the  pastor.  Nine  new  members  were  added  to  the  church;  three  by 
conversion  and  six  by  letter. 

The  Rev.  Hunt  was  called  to  full  time  work  by  the  Cliffside  Baptist 
Church,  and  Rev.  B.  M.  Hamrick  was  elected  as  the  second  pastor  of  Green  Hill 
Baptist  Church. 

Brother  Hamrick  was  a  resident  of  Rutherford  County  and  had  served 
many  rural  churches.  He  loved  people  and  was  dedicated  to  his  calling.  For  nine 
years  Brother  Hamrick  gave  his  best  in  preaching  the  Gospel  of  love  and  redemp- 
tion to  the  lost  of  this  community.  He  served  well  and  faithfully  in  the  building 
of  the  new  church. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  while  the  Reverend  Hunt  was  pastor  to 
get  lumber  from  "Lum"  Williams'  saw  mill,  which  was  located  on  Cove  Creek, 
for  framing  the  new  church.  The  flooring,  ceiling,  windows,  and  doors  were  se- 
cured from  Cline-Warlick  Lumber  Company  at  Gilkey,  North  Carolina. 

A  day  was  set  in  March  or  April,  1914  to  meet  on  the  lot  to  determine  the 
place  for  the  building.  Twelve  or  fifteen  men  met  with  the  pastor  on  the  grounds. 
Brother  Hunt  read  a  scripture  lesson  and  prayer  was  made;  every  man  was  on  his 
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knees  or  prostrate  on  the  ground.  The  Spirit  of  God  was  felt  so  strongly  that 
every  man  was  weeping  as  he  clasped  his  hands  and  asked  God  to  hallow  this 
place  and  to  bless  this  undertaking. 

It  was  a  great  challenge  to  erect  a  new  building  with  no  money.  Not  many 
of  the  members  had  public  jobs.  A  few  teachers  were  making  540.00  per  month. 
Saw-mill  work  paid  one  dollar  per  day.  Members  who  were  able  gave  sacrifically 
in  money  and  free  labor.  Mr.  J.  H.  Reeter  was  lured  at  S1.00  per  day  to  supervise 
the  work  on  the  building.  He  was  an  excellent  carpenter.  S.  D.  Lewis..  A.  G. 
Walker,  and  others  were  good  carpenters  who  donated  free  labor.  The  women 
of  the  church  joined  by  women  of  Mountain  Creek  Church,  had  quilting  parties, 
and  many  quilts  were  made  and  sold  to  help  with  the  financing  of  the  work  of 
the  chinch.  It  was  not  just  a  task  but  a  work  of  love  and  co-operative  Christian 
fellowship. 

"Uncle"  Lee  Camp.  B.  B.  Jones.  Grover  Green,  and  others  with  teams  of 
mules  hauled  the  lumber.  The  lumber  that  had  to  be  dressed  or  sized  had  to  be 
hauled  to  Gilkey  and  then  brought  back  to  the  church- 
When  the  building  was  completed,  it  was  a  credit  to  the  community  and 
proved  what  can  be  accomplished  through  co-operation  and  love.  This  building 
after  fifty-plus  years  still  stands  as  a  lighthouse  in  the  community.  Much  work 
has  been  done  on  the  inside  of  the  building.  The  sanctuary  has  been  renovated 
with  six  Sundav  school  rooms  added.  A  basement,  with  an  assembly  room  and  six 
Sundav  school  rooms.,  has  been  built.,  but  the  appearance  of  the  outside  has  not 
been  changed.  Recently  a  well  was  bored  and  restrooms  builL 

It  will  be  good  to  look  back  at  some  of  the  highlights  as  well  as  the  prob- 
lems. The  year  1916  was  a  critical  period  in  the  life  of  the  church.  In  July  the 
Flood  spoken  of  as  the  *T916  washout"  destroyed  all  crops  on  bottom  lands  of 
the  rivers  and  creeks.  Another  tragedy,  that  brought  sorrow  to  the  church  and 
community,  was  the  death  of  Dexter  Lewis.,  who  was  drowned  in  Broad  River 
during  the  height  of  the  July  flood.  He  was  visiting  relatives  at  Chimney  Rock. 
For  some  reason,  never  known,  he  tried  to  swim  across  the  river  just  above  the 
bridge  entering  the  village  of  Chimney  Rock.  The  river  at  this  point  was  very- 
swift  and  no  one,  regardless  of  how  good  a  swimmer,  could  hope  to  cross  the 
river  safely.  He  was  with  a  group  of  boys,  and  perhaps  thev  dared  him  or  forced 
him  to  try  to  swim  across  the  '"Rocky  Broad".  It  will  never  be  known. 

It  was  late  the  next  dav  that  the  news  reached  the  family.  The  following 
day  his  father,  S.  D.  Lewis,  his  uncle,  Ed  McDade.  B.  B.  Jones,  and  John  S. 
Hampton  started  out  in  search  of  the  body.  They  began  the  search  at  "Lum" 
Williams'  farm.  The  water  had  receded  back  into  the  banks  except  in  the  lowest 
bottoms.  They  looked  on  both  sides  of  the  River.  By  nightfall  thev  were  up  to 
Uree  where  Mr.  W.  M.  Flynn  kindly  offered  them  lodging  for  the  night.  The 
following  morning  they  proceeded  on  to  the  place  where  Dexter  entered  the 
river.  James  A.  Nealon  joined  in  the  search.  Mr.  Nealon  was  a  good  swimmer, 
and  he  swam  from  side  to  side  looking  under  banks  and  in  every  place  a  bodv 
could  have  lodged.  B.  B.  Jones  8c  J.  S.  Hampton  who  had  searched  the  south  bank 
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^aw  something  in  the  middle  of  River  like  a  man's  head  bob  up  and  down.  They 
called  Mr.  Nealon  who  was  in  the  river  to  investigate.  It  was  the  body  of  Dexter 
lodged  against  what  had  been  an  island  at  low  water.  He  was  buried  in  sand  up 
to  his  waist.  This  was  just  below  the  bridge  of  the  Rock  Springs  Road.  They 
dug  him  out  of  the  sand,  tied  a  rope  around  his  body,  and  pulled  him  to  the 
Bank.  They  secured  the  team  of  James  A.  Rucker,  who  lived  on  the  farm  where 
Joe  R.  Biggerstaff  now  lives,  and  brought  the  body  home  where  his  grandfather 
and  grandmother,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Lewis,  N.  L.  Hampton  and  his  wife,  and 
Albert  McFadden  were  with  the  bereaved  family. 

The  funeral  was  held  the  next  day.  This  was  the  first  funeral  held  in  the 
new  church.  The  former  pastor,  Rev.  D.  J.  Hunt,  preached  the  funeral.  The 
church  was  filled  with  sorrowing  friends  and  neighbors.  Churches  and  individuals 
react  in  a  similar  way  to  sorrow.  They  both  emerge  from  the  experience  weaker, 
spiritually  upset,  and  victims  of  their  grief;  or  they  let  sorrow  provoke  a  faith 
which  they  never  had  before.  Heartaches  and  weeping  call  forth  spiritual  power 
which  have  never  been  known  before.  This  was  the  way  the  church  reacted  in  the 
loss  of  one  so  young  and  so  badly  needed.  Dexter  was  sixteen  years  old. 

A  series  of  revival  meetings  began  the  first  Sunday  in  August,  1916.  Pastor 
B.  M.  Hamrick  was  assisted  by  Joe  Sinclair  and  Rev.  E.  P.  White.  Large  crowds 
attended.  The  church  was  spiritually  strengthened.  The  following  were  con- 
verted during  the  meetings  and  were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meetings:  Faye 
Walker,  Lela  Walker,  Novella  Carver,  Willie  Lou  Burrell,  May  Gibbs,  Ollie 
Lewis,  Dorcas  Biggerstaff,  Martin  Taylor,  Horace  Hyder,  Theodore  Hyder, 
James  Rucker,  Henry  Rucker,  Horace  Lane,  Harvy  Lane,  Gorman  Walker,  and 
Sam  Proctor.  Most  of  there  seven  girls  and  nine  boys  were  schoolmates  of  Dexter 
Lewis  the  previous  year.  The  revival  was  felt  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  the  people 
and  was  a  great  blessing  to  the  church.  These  new  members  brought  the  total 
membership  to  seventy-four.  Two  of  these,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Proctor,  are  pre- 
sently active  members  of  the  church. 

The  year  1917  was  perhaps  the  hardest  the  church  ever  experienced.  The 
total  collections  that  year  for  pastor,  missions,  and  local  expenses  amounted  to 
$64.00.  Twelve  dollars  or  18-%%  of  the  offerings  was  given  for  missions. 

September  30,  1918,  being  the  fifth  Sunday,  was  designated  as  day  of 
dedication  of  the  church. 

Rev.  J.  A.  McKaughn,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Rutherfordton, 
preached  the  sermon.  The  subject,  "One  at  Faith,"  was  a  great  message  and  was 
enjoyed  by  the  largest  audience  since  the  first  memorial,  May  10,  1914.  The  as- 
sociational  singing  convention  met  with  Green  Hill  Church  in  the  afternoon. 
Several  choirs  were  present  and  some  good  singing  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The 
Green  River  Association  had  an  associational  singing  the  fifth  Sunday  of  each 
quarter  and  much  interest  in  church  music  was  shown. 
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Another  spiritual  highlight  in  the  life  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church  was 
the  revival  meeting  which  began  August_26,  1923.  Rev.  M.  M.  Huntley,  the  visit- 
ing evangelist,  founder  of  Spencer  Baptist  Church,  and  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill 
Baptist  Church,  did  the  preaching.  Interest  grew  from  day  to  day.  News  of  the 
good  preaching  spread  and  pastors  from  other  Baptist  Churches  came  and  gave 
their  testimonies.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week,  the  interest  was  so  great,  the  atten- 
dance was  so  good,  and  so  many  people  were  being  saved,  that  it  was  decided  to 
extend  the  services  another  week.  Over  thirty  people  were  baptized  at  the  close 
to  the  meeting.  Several  others  joined  by  letter.  Some  of  those  baptized  joined 
other  Baptist  Churches.  The  church  reached  a  great  degree  of  unity  of  fellowship, 
oneness  of  purpose,  and  spiritual  recognition  during  the  meeting.  It  was  a  beauti- 
ful and  heart-warming  sight  to  see  husbands  and  wives,  even  entire  families, 
being  saved. 

Dr.  M.  A.  Adams  was  elected  the  third  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Baptist 
Church.  He  began  his  work  October  1,  1923.  He  was  also  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Rutherfordton,  so  he  changed  the  time  of  worship  services 
and  Sunday  school  to  the  afternoon.  This  brought  an  increase  in  Sunday  school 
attendance  as  many  from  neighboring  churches  were  able  to  attend  Green  Hill 
Church  in  the  afternoon. 

Doctor  Adams  was  a  wonderful  pastor  and  a  fine  gospel  preacher.  He  was 
a  classmate  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  of  Dr.  A.  T. 
Robertson,  one  of  North  Carolina's  sons  who  became  famous  as  a  preacher  and 
Greek  scholar.  Doctor  Adams  told  this  story  of  Doctor  Robertson's  conversion, 
the  only  conversion  during  a  week-long  revival  in  his  home  count/y  church.  One 
old  deacon  was  heard  to  say,  "Well,  our  meeting  was  a  failure  this  year.  Only  one 
little  freckled  faced  boy  was  saved." 

Green  Hill  Church  entertained  the  eighty-fourth  session  of  the  Green 
River  Baptist  Association  October  10-12,  1924.  This  was  the  first  time  the  As- 
sociation had  met  with  Green  Hill.  Preparations  were  made  by  repairing  the 
road,  painting  the  church,  and  purchasing  lamps  to  light  the  church  so  two  ses- 
sions could  be  held.  There  were  fifty  churches  in  Green  River  Association  at  that 
time,  Forty  were  represented  the  first  day  with  over  one  hundred  delegates  to  be 
entertained.  Homes  were  secured  to  house  and  care  for  the  visitors.  Mountain 
Creek  Church's  assistance  in  taking  care  of  part  of  the  delegates  was  greatly 
nppreciated  by  the  Green  Hill  people 

The  next  high  point  in  the  spiritual  life  of  the  church  was  the  1925  revival. 
Rev.  David  Roberts  was  secured  to  do  the  preaching.  Doctor  Adams,  had  resign- 
ed, and  Rev.  A.  P.  Sorrels  was  supply  pastor  until  a  pastor  was  elected.  The 
Reverend  Roberts  was  a  resident  of  Caroleen,  North  Carolina  and  a  student  at 
Wake  Forest  College.  Brother  Rector  Robbins  was  in  charge  of  the  music.  There 
were  fifteen  converts  baptized  by  the  Reverend  Sorrels,  and  five  others  joined 
by  letter.  The  Reverend  Roberts  was  a  unique  person.  He  was  physically  han- 
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chcapped,  with  nearsightedness.  However,  his  wonderful  memory  compensated 
toi  otner  handicaps.  He  could  quote  whole  chapters  of  scripture  from  memory. 
He  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College  in  the  late  twenties  and  today  is  one  of 
the  outstanding  Associational  Missionaries  in  North  Carolina. 

Green  Hill  Church  called  Rev.  James  Madison  Brown  as  its  fourth  pastor, 
and  for  the  next  thirteen  years  he  served  the  church  faithfully  as  its  pastor.  At 
the  December  12,  1925  meeting,  the  church  voted  to  have  preaching  two  Sundays 
each  month  during  1926  —  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays. 

The  minutes  of  the  1926  associational  year  showed  Green  Hill  Church 
building  valued  at  $2,000.00;  membership,  125;  pastor's  salary,  $150.00,  and 
total  budget  $250.27. 

During  1927,  the  church  went  back  to  preaching  services  only  one  Sunday 
each  month.  Progress  was  slow.  The  1928  minutes  showed  the  total  budget  as 
$347.25.  The  pastor  was  re-elected  every  year  for  a  year  at  a  time. 

In  September,  1938,  the  Reverend  Brown  resigned,  and  Rev.  Charlie 
Walker  was  elected  as  fifth  pastor  of  the  church.  The  church  voted  to  have  ser- 
vices at  11:00  a.m.  on  second  Sundays  and  fourth  as  well  as  at  night  on  those  two 
Sundays  each  month.  A  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  at  this  time 
with  Mrs.  N.  L.  Hampton  as  president. 

There  had  formerly  been  a  Missionary  Society  for  three  years,  1919-1921 
with  Miss  Delia  Hyder  as  president.  Then  in  1940  Mrs.  E.  H.  Hill  came  with 
co-workers  from  the  Spindale  First  Baptist  Church  to  assist  the  Green  Hill 
women  in  a  new  W.  M.  S.  organization  and  ten  members  joined  that  year.  Also 
in  1940  Mrs.  W.  C.  Lynch  organized  the  Y.W.A.  and  their  membership  was 
twenty.  Mrs.  W.  C.  McFadden  was  elected  president  of  the  W.  M.  U.  in  1941 
and  served  three  years.  In  1942  Girls  Auxiliary  was  organized  with  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Robertson  as  counselor,  and  Mrs.  McFadden  started  work  with  Sunbeams.  Royal 
Ambassadors  were  also  organized  that  year.  In  1943  the  W.M.U.  membership 
reached  98.  Other  W.M.U.  presidents  have  been  Mrs.  Charles  Bailey,  Mrs.  G.  E. 
Hampton,  Mrs.  Oren  Bradley,  Mrs.  Arnold  Gilbert,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Deese,  Mrs.  Gwen 
Cole,  Mrs.  Dale  Hooper,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Fowler,  Mrs.  Gilbert  faithfully  served 
at  different  times  a  total  of  thirteen  years  leading  the  Union  to  Honor  rating  in 
1965. 

At  the  February  meeting,  1940/  the  Reverend  Walker  resigned. 

There  was  no  service  held  on  the  second  Sunday  in  March,  but 
the  Rev.  T.  M.  Hester  was  present  and  preached  on  the  fourth  Sunday  morning. 
The  church  called  a  conference  and  elected  the  Reverend  Hester  as  the  sixth 
pastor  to  finish  the  associational  year. 

September  8,  1940,  the  Rev.  Paul  Brock  was  elected  the  seventh  pastor 
of  Green  Hill  Church;  G.  E.  Hampton  was  elected  clerk;  Rom  Walker,  Sunday 
school  superintendent;  Miss  Millie  Camp,  secretary;  Miss  Evelyn  Hampton, 
pianist;  T.  J.  Robertson,  choir  director:  Frank  Rainwater,  janitor. 
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The  church  began  to  take  new  life.  Interest  was  good  and  attendance  in- 
creased. Services  were  again  held  two  Sundays  each  month.  The  church  building 
was  insured  for  the  first  time  in  1941  with  the  American  Insurance  Company; 
Mr.  E.  L.  Walker  of  Forest  City,  North  Carolina  was  the  insurance  agent.  The 
Reverend  Brock  was  a  vigorous  young  pastor,  and  through  his  enthusiasm  the 
church  began  to  move  forward.  The  budget  for  1941  was  $1,392.00,  or  about 
double  what  the  previous  years  had  been. 

In  the  beginning  of  1942,  the  need  for  more  Sunday  school  classes  was 
evident.  The  church  voted  to  install  folding  doors  in  the  wings  of  the  auditorium 
which  would  add  extra  rooms. 

The  Rev.  J.  A.  Brock,  the  father  of  Pastor  Paul  Brock  was  secured  to 
hold  the  revival  services  which  began  August  9,  1942.  "Daddy"  Brock,  as  he  was 
known  by  his  people,  was  an  old-time  gospel  preacher.  Large  crowds  came  to  the 
services.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  fourteen  were  baptized  and  received  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  church. 

The  spirit  of  the  church  was  good.  On  September  7,  1942,  the  church 
voted  to  raise  the  pastor's  annual  salary  from  $600.00  to  $960.00.  The  Reverend 
Brock  resigned  as  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Church  November  15,  1942,  to  accept 
work  at  Traveler's  Rest,  South  Carolina. 

On  January  15,  1943,  the  church  called  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Brown  for  the 
second  time  as  the  eigth  pastor  of  the  church.  Brother  Brown  served  as  pastor 
until  September  23,  1945,  making  a  total  of  sixteen  years  of  service. 

The  Rev.  W.  D.  Williamson  had  assisted  the  pastor  in  the  revival  meeting 
in  August  1945.  He  was  a  student  at  Gardner-Webb  College.  He  was  a  fine  young 
minister  and,  after  Brother  Brown  resigned  because  of  failing  health,  the  church 
called  Rev.  W.  D.  Williamson  as  its  ninth  pastor.  The  salary  was  to  be  $25.00  per 
week  with  services  held  four  times  a  month. 

Reverend  Williamson  was  a  dedicated  minister  and  the  church  moved 
forward  under  his  leadership.  Plans  were  made  to  make  Sunday  school  rooms 
in  the  basement  of  the  church.  Mr.  M.  H.  Morgan,  Chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee,  reported  $1,095.00  pledged  for  this  project  and  that  work  would 
begin  at  once. 

On  July  14,  1946,  conference  was  called  and  Reverend  Williamson  resign- 
ed as  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Church  and  asked  that  his  duties  as  pastor  be 
terminated  at  once. 

Rev.  Oren  Bradley,  Associational  Missionary  of  the  Green  River  As- 
sociation, filled  in  as  pastor  and  held  the  revival  meeting  and  assisted  the  pulpit 
committee  in  securing  another  pastor.  Rev.  R.  I.  Corbett,  a  retired  Baptist 
minister  from  Marion,  North  Carolina,  was  secured  to  supply  the  pulpit  until  a 
pastor  could  be  found.  Brother  Corbett  was  a  good  preacher  and  an  excellent 
pastor.  His  wife  was  a  fine  musician  and  a  very  gracious  lady.  They  began  to 
serve  the  church  August  25,  1946.  Brother  Corbett  was  an  earnest  servant  of  the 
Lord,  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  believed  in  a  full  Baptist  program.  This  de- 
lightful servant  of  God,  with  his  good  wife,  served  the  Green  Hill  Church  for 
one  year. 

In  September,  1947,  the  church  joined  the  Piedmont  Baptist  Churh  to 
form  a  field  and  both  churches  agreed  to  call  the  Rev.  LeRoy  Leppard  as  pastor 
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of  both  churches  on  half-time  basis.  He  began  as  the  tenth  pastor  of  Green  Hill 
September  14,  1947.  Services  were  to  be  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Sunday 
mornings  and  first  and  third  Sunday  evenings.  Brother  Leppard  served  for  two 
years,  during  which  the  work  moved  forward,  the  fellowship  was  excellent  and 
finances  grew.  The  work  on  the  Sunday  School  rooms  moved  forward. 

The  Rev.  Russell  Fitts  filled  the  pulpit  until  a  pastor  was  called.  The 
pulpit  committees  of  Green  Hill  and  Piedmont  Churches  agreed  to  recommend 
the  Rev.  T.  B.  Deese  for  pastor.  He  was  elected  and  began  to  serve  November  1, 
1949.  Green  Hill's  part  of  the  pastor's  salary  was  $1,500.00,  plus  $250.00  for  fuel. 
Piedmont  Church  furnished  the  pastorium.  During  the  Reverend  Deese's  stay 
at  Green  Hill,  the  church  moved  forward.  New  pews  and  pulpit  furniture  were 
purchased  at  the  cost  of  $1,640.00.  Work  was  done  on  the  cemetery,  including  the 
building  of  a  wall  between  the  cemetery  and  the  driveway.  Grass  was  sowed  and 
shrubbery  was  placed  in  front  of  the  church.  Also,  a  bus  was  bought  for  trans- 
portation of  people  without  means  of  getting  to  and  from  church.  A  lawn  mower 
was  purchased  for  the  church.  The  basement  was  completed  with  four  classrooms 
and  an  assembly  room. 

The  Reverend  Deese  resigned  April  19,  1953,  to  accept  fulltime  work  at 
Calvary  Heights  Baptist  Church  near  Morganton,  North  Carolina.  The  Rev. 
Sidney  Oxendine  was  elected  the  twelfth  pastor  and  began  work  October  1, 
1953.  He  came  from  a  Baptist  church  in  Arkansas.  His  wife  was  the  former  Miss 
Sue  Walker  of  this  community.  During  Reverend  Oxendine's  pastorate,  plans 
were  approved  to  build  a  pastorium.  Mrs.  W.  C.  McFadden  donated  a  lot  on 
Highway  74  west  of  the  church.  Timber  was  given,  and  Joe  Biggerstaff  sawed  the 
logs  which  amounted  to  nearly  20,000  feet.  More  than  two  thousand  free  hours 
of  labor  were  given.  The  brick  were  donated  by  several  members  of  the  church. 
Reverend  Oxendine  resigned  as  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Church  December  8,  1954 
to  accept  work  with  the  Thompson  Baptist  Church  near  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina. 

The  thirteenth  pastor  of  the  church  was  the  Rev.  Dale  G.  Hooper,  who 
had  recently  graduated  from  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Louisville, 
Kentucky  when  he  began  his  ministry  April  24,  1955.  They  moved  into  the  new 
pastorium.  Mrs.  Hooper  was  well  qualified  in  church  affairs.  She  was 
a  graduate  of  a  Baptist  College  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hooper 
were  very  popular  with  the  young  people  of  the  church  &  community.  Reverend 
Hooper  with  the  intermediate  boys  planted  cane  for  a  Lord's  Acre  project.  When 
the  syrup  was  made  and  sold,  the  proceeds  amounted  to  over  $1,200.00.  Individual 
projects  for  the  Lord's  Acre  brought  the  total  amount  to  nearly  $1,800.00.  This 
was  the  best  year  financially  Green  Hill  Church  had  ever  experienced  with  the 
Lord's  Acre.  The  church  voted  and  asked  the  building  committee  to  plan  for 
a  long  range  program  of  covering  the  church,  renovating  the  auditorium,  paint- 
ing the  church  inside  and  outside,  putting  partitions  where  possible,  drilling  a 
well  and  constructing  restrooms.  This  was  a  huge  undertaking  at  this  time  since 
the  church  owed  $4,000.00  on  the  pastorium.  The  church  accepted  the  challege 
with  faith  realizing  if  God  wants  a  thing  done,  He  will  supply  the  need  and 
show  the  way.  Brother  Hooper  resigned  as  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Church  Decem- 
ber 6,  1956,  effective  January  1,  1957,  to  accept  a  call  to  the  Calvary  Baptist 


GREEN  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


17 


Church  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  He  served  this  church  until  he  resigned 
to  answer  the  call  as  a  foreign  missionary.  He  and  Mrs.  Hooper  are  at  present 
serving  as  missionaries  in  Kenya,  West  Africa. 

The  pu  lpit  committee  presented  the  Rev.  C.  R  Upton  as  fourteenth 
pastor  January  20,  1957.  He  was  elected  by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  Reverend 
Upton  had  done  evangelistic  singing  for  several  years.  He  was  a  good  teacher 
of  singing  schools  and  offered  to  give  two  weeks  of  his  time  free  to  the  church 
in  a  singing  school.  This  offer  was  accepted,  and  proved  to  be  a  great  help  to 
the  church.  Wade  Philbeck  was  elected  as  choir  leader  and  through  his  faithful 
work  with  the  choir,  Green  Hill  Church  has  been  recognized  in  the  River  As- 
sociation for  its  good  singing.  The  choir  has  been  invited  to  sing  for  funerals 
and  revivals  in  many  churches.  Reverend  Upton  served  the  church  for  over  four 
years.  Much  progress  was  made  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  church,  complet- 
ing plans  made  while  Mr.  Hooper  was  pastor.  The  Green  River  Association 
met  in  the  annual  session  with  Green  Hill  Church  in  1959.  This  was  the  third 
time  Green  Hill  had  entertained  the  association.  The  Reverend  Upton  resigned 
as  pastor  of  the  church  and  accepted  work  with  the  Mount  Pleasant  Baptist 
Church  in  March,  1961.  He  served  this  church  until  his  death. 

The  Rev.  George  C.  Arney  was  called  as  the  fifteenth  pastor  of  Green 
Hill  Church  in  August  1961.  He  came  from  a  Baptist  Church  in  Mississippi 
where  he  had  been  serving  while  finishing  three  years  work  at  the  Baptist 
Seminary  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  His  interest  in  Kingdom  work  and  love 
for  lost  people,  his  friendly  smile,  and  warm  handshake  soon  won  him  the 
devotion  and  love  of  the  entire  community.  He  very  soon  knew  more  people 
in  the  Green  Hill  Community  than  most  of  the  people  who  had  lived  in  this 
section  a  long  time.  He  was  what  former  pastor  "Jim"  Brown  called  a  household 
preacher.  He  went  from  house  to  house  visiting,  bringing  good  will,  and  a 
spiritual  uplift  in  every  home  he  entered.  This  is  a  vital  part  of  preaching  the 
Gospel,  a  sharing  through  fellowship  of  God's  grace,  and  the  great  love  He  has 
for  His  children.  Brother  Arney  was  popular  among  the  churches  of  the  associa 
tion  and  held  responsible  places  on  several  committees  of  the  association.  He 
was  a  good  organize  &  had  visions  and  plans  for  building  a  strong  church  in  this 
community.  Much  progress  was  accomplished  during  Mr.  Arney's  stay  at  Green 
Hill  -  more  rooms  for  Sunday  school  classes,  improvements  at  pastorium,  young 
people's  work  organized,  and  a  library  started.  The  spiritual  life  of  the  whole 
church  was  on  a  high  level  which  is  the  yardstick  for  measuring  growth.  The 
Christian  church,  by  its  very  nature  and  development  and  divine  concern  of  its 
founder  must  offer  more  than  bread  alone.  It  must  provide  a  personal  involve- 
ment and  concern,  revealing  love  in  action,  find  ways  to  help  fill  the  loneliness, 
to  meet  human  needs  of  each  individual  by  pastoral  care.  This  "plus  dimension" 
requires  of  the  pulpit  and  every  child  of  God  full  commitment  and  dedication 
to  the  task  of  bringing  God's  Kingdom  to  fulfillment. 

The  Reverend  Arney  served  the  church  three  years  and  ten  months.  He 
resigned  in  June,  1965,  to  accept  to  call  to  Fairview  Baptist  Church,  Fairview, 
North  Carolina. 

The  sixteenth,  and  present  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church,  the 
Rev.  Billy  D.  Martin,  was  called  and  began  serving  as  pastor  in  August,  1965. 
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Mr.  Martin  is  a  native  of  Rutherford  County.  He  came  to  Green  Hill  from 
Corinth  and  Mt.  Grove  Baptist  Churches  in  Louisburg,  N.  C.  and  entered  into 
the  work  with  earnest  devotion,  giving  himself  both  by  day  and  by  night  to  the 
work.  There  has  been  an  increase  along  all  lines  of  the  church  work.  Attendance 
increased  both  in  Sunday  school  and  in  the  worship  services.  Contributions  in- 
creased in  a  greater  proportion,  especially  the  building  fund.  Mr.  Martin  has 
led  the  church  in  a  great  way  with  the  Lord's  Acre  projects  of  peanuts,  cane,  and 
the  Lord's  Hour  of  all  Sunday  school  classes.  The  harvest  day  proceeds  in  1965 
amounted  to  over  $2,300.00.  In  eight  months,  twenty-six  have  joined  the  church: 
twelve  by  experience  of  repentance,  faith,  and  baptism.  A  very  deep  spiritual 
note  has  predominated  this  work  all  through  the  months.  Mr.  Martin  is  married 
to  the  former  Miss  Barbara  Jean  Harris  of  Burnsville,  X.  C.  They  have  two  fine 
boys,  Joseph  and  Stephen.  Mrs.  Martin  is  a  gracious  lady.  She  has  won  the 
respect  and  love  of  all  people  in  Green  Hill  Church.  She  is  a  talented  musician, 
artist,  registered  nurse,  and  is  active  in  all  the  church's  activities. 

The  church  faces  the  future  with  hope,  but  at  the  same  time  the  obstacles 
and  difficulties  that  are  before  the  church  are  realized.  Remembering  that  the 
church  is  not  laboring  in  its  own  name,  but  in  the  name  of  Him  who  saved  souls, 
the  people  will  press  toward  the  goal  of  the  calling  in  Christ  Jesus,  the  Lord. 

The  Reverend  Martin's  work  with  the  young  people  has  been  outstanding, 
not  only  in  the  church,  but  in  the  school.  He  has  helped  organize  and  train  the 
boys  and  girls  in  baseball  and  basketball.  Recently  he  has  baptized  three  fine 
young  men  from  the  basketball  team. 

This  incomplete  "Rise  and  Progress"  of  Green  Hill  Church  has  been  quite 
a  task  for  an  inexperienced  writer,  yet  we  have  spent  many  delightful  hours 
reliving  with  the  dedicated  pastors  and  members  who  by  their  faith  and  self 
sacrifice  made  the  church  possible.  They  have  left  for  us  who  carry  on  now  a  rich 
heritage,  that  should  inspire  us  to  go  forward  in  a  greater  way  than  ever  before. 

We  would  like  to  express  our  thanks  and  appreciation  to  every  one  who 
has  helped  make  this  history  possible.  Fred  Lewis  for  securing  minutes  of  the  As- 
sociation, Miss  Roberta  Morgan  for  providing  the  minutes  of  the  church,  also 
for  encouragement  given  by  many. 

It  is  our  hope  that  the  history  of  our  church  will  be  preserved  and  brought 
up  to  date  in  the  future  years  for  posterity. 
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RAYMOND  BRYAN  WILSON  MORGAN 


Raymond  Bryan  Wilson  Morgan,  son  of  the  late  Milford  H.  Morgan  and  Mrs.  Massie 
H.  Morgan,  was  baptized  at  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  August  of  1921. 

Twenty  years  later  he  moved  his  church  letter  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte, 
N.  C.  It  was  here  that  Raymond  met  and  married  Martha  Jane  Green  in  1950. 

It  was  while  attending  a  Youth  Revival  conducted  by  Dr.  Chester  Swor  that  Mr.  Morgan 
felt  his  call  in  educational  ministry.  He  left  Charlotte  and  enrolled  at  Wake  Forest  College  where 
he  graduated  with  a  B.A.  Degree  in  1953.  In  January,  1957,  he  received  his  B.  D.  Degree  from 
Southeastern  Seminary.  He  has  served  as  Minister  of  Education  in  the  following  churches: 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Durham,  N.  C,  Boulevard  Baptist  Church  in  Falls  Church,  Virginia; 
Statesville  Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte,  N.  C,  and  South  Fork  Baptist  Church  in  Winston 
Salem,  N.  C.  He  is  presently  serving  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  two  children:  Andrea  Marie,  10  and  David  Milford,  7. 
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ROGER  WILLIAMSON  COLE 


Roger  Williamson  Cole  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Gwen  Cole  of  the  Green  Hill  Com- 
munity. He  was  converted  at  the  age  of  eight.  It  was  several  years  later  while  a  member  at 
Mountain  Creek  Baptist  Church  that  he  dedicated  his  life  to  full-time  Christian  service. 

It  was  while  Roger  was  a  student  at  Wake  Forest  College  that  he  was  supported  by  the 
deacons  and  the  church  in  pursue  of  his  calling  to  full  time  Christian  work.  In  1953,  he  received 
his  B.  A.  Degree  from  Wake  Forest,  Mr.  Cole  served  as  Minister  of  Music  at  Bay  Leaf  Baptist 
Church  near  Raleigh,  N.  C.  while  a  student  at  Wake  Forest.  He  attended  Southeastern  Seminary 
and  also  served  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Wendell,  N.  C. 

In  1954,  Mr.  Cole  went  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas  to  attend  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  was 
awarded  a  scholarship  and  earned  a  Master  of  Sacred  Music  Degree  in  1957.  During  this  time 
he  served  as  Music  and  Youth  Director  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Bowie,  Texas.  Roger  held 
the  distinction  of  being  a  member  of  The  Baptist  Hour  Choir  of  the  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  from  1955  to  1957. 

In  1957,  Roger  went  to  Green  Street  Baptist  Church  in  High  Point,  N.  C,  He  met  and 
married  the  Youth  Director  of  Green  Street,  Miss  Lylie  Elizabeth  Betty  Hamner  of  Birming- 
ham, Alabama.  They  now  have  three  children:  Roger  Lawrence,  Elizabeth  Ann,  and  Virginia. 

In  1965,  Roger  and  Betty  announced  that  they  were  candidates  for  foreign  missionary 
work.  They  are  now  in  the  process  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  that  specific  work. 
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RAYMOND  LEE  CROOK 


Raymond  Lee  Crook  was  born  April  19,  1929,  in  Polk  County,  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Crook 
received  his  early  schooling  at  Green's  Creek  School.  In  1945,  his  family  moved  to  the  Green 
Hill  Community  of  Rutherford  County.  Mr.  Crook  attended  Green  Hill  Elementary  School  and 
became  a  member  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church. 

He  then  moved  to  Forest  City  and  became  a  member  of  the  Florence  Baptist  Church.  He 
served  as  Superintendent  of  the  Young  Peoples  Sunday  School  Department  and  later  as  a  deacon. 

In  May  of  1964,  Raymond  made  a  complete  committment  to  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  on 
September  13,  1964  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Florence  Baptist  Church  of  Forest  City.  Mr. 
Crook  attended  Gardner-Webb  College  and  Fruitland  Baptist  Bible  Institute. 

In  August  15,  1965,  he  was  called  to  become  pastor  of  Mountain  View  Baptist  Church 
near  Rutherford  ton,  where  he  now  serves. 
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REV.  DAVID  JESSE  HUNT 

Rev,  David  Jesse  Hunt  was  born  May  6,  1864,  near  Jonesboro,  Tennessee,  where  he  was 
reared  on  a  farm.  He  attended  the  public  school  in  his  community  and  was  a  regular  pupil  in 
a  Baptist  church  where  he  was  converted  and  joined  the  church.  He  was  called  to  the  ministry 
in  his  youth. 

While  a  student  at  Carson  Newman  College,  Jefferson  City,  Tennessee,  he  met  Miss 
Julia  Livingston  whom  he  married  in  1896.  In  1899  they  came  to  North  Carolina  with  their  baby 
daughter,  Mary  Sue.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  Everett  and  lives  in  Grover,  North  Carolina.  She 
has  been  in  a  wheel  chair  for  over  twenty  years,  but  manages  to  do  most  of  her  house  work. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  one  of  the  Founders  of  Round  Hill  Academy,  a  Baptist  co-educational 
high  school  located  at  Union  Mills,  North  Carolina.  The  school  opened  October,  1899,  with  Mr. 
Hunt  as  its  first  principal. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  principal  of  Round  Hill  School  until  May,  1914,  with  the  exception  of  a 
two  year  leave  of  absense  1907-1908  to  study  at  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  to  receive  his  Th.  m.  degree. 

Mrs.  Hunt  taught  in  the  Round  Hill  School  until  her  health  failed.  She  died  in  1902. 
Her  sister,  Miss  Meldonia  Livingston,  took  her  place  in  the  school.  Mr.  Hunt  and  Miss  Livings- 
ton went  to  the  churches  and  homes  throughout  the  Green  River  Association  seeking  students 
for  the  school.  They  came  in  abundance  and  received  training  in  Christian  character  as  well 
as  academic  work.  At  one  time  90%  of  the  teachers  of  Rutherford  County's  public  schools  re- 
ceived their  training  in  Round  Hill  School.  Besides  teachers,  many  Round  Hill  students  have 
been  a  blessing  to  Christs'  Kingdom  and  this  generation  of  lawyers,  doctors,  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  Christian  business  men,  and  home  makers  have  made  their  imprint  on  our  society. 
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While  he  was  serving  as  principal  of  Round  Hill  School,  Mr.  Hunt  was  pastor  of  churches 
in  the  Green  River  Association.  He  taught  school  five  days  a  week,  sharing  with  Miss  Livingston 
the  responsibility  of  the  supervision  of  the  seventy-five  or  more  boarding  students.  Every  Satur- 
day and  Sunday  he  preached  in  one  or  more  churches.  Rough  mountain  roads  and  winter 
weatiier  never  kept  Mr.  Hunt  from  meeting  his  church  appointments.  When  roads  got  too  bad 
for  a  horse  to  pull  a  buggy,  he  would  arrive  at  his  place  of  preaching  on  horse  (back.  Notwith- 
standing his  busy  schedule  of  school  and  preaching,  Mr.  Hunt  spent  much  time  in  visiting  the 
sick,  the  unsaved,  and  the  bereaved.  In  addition  to  his  school  and  pastoral  work,  he  was  moder- 
ator of  the  Green  River  Association  for  ten  years.  He  worked  tirelessly  to  enlist  all  the  churches 
of  the  Association  in  the  cause  of  missions  and  every  phase  of  the  Baptist  program. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Brown  said  of  Mr.  Hunt;  "He  was  successful  in  more  ways  than  one.  First, 
as  pastor  he  was  a  good  pastor.  He  could  preach  strong  sermons  on  Christian  living.  He  also 
was  a  household  pastor.  He  went  from  house  to  house  visiting  his  members.  Into  every  home 
he  brought  cheer,  good  will,  and  a  spiritual  uplift.  He  was  a  great  sympathizer.  He  had  a 
special  calling  for  preaching  funerals.  No  preacher  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  preached 
more  funerals  than  D.  J.  Hunt.  He  had  a  unique  way  of  comforting  the  broken  hearted.  Hav- 
ing known  bereavement  himself,  he  excelled  in  sympathizing  with  others.  Second,  he  was  a 
great  organizer  and  leader.  He  was  always  ready  to  assist  in  sunday  school,  they  had  a  B.Y.P.U.,  and 
all  departments  of  the  church.  Third,  he  was  a  great  evangelist.  He  had  power  to  stir  up  the 
revival  spirit.  He  could  preach  strong  evangelistic  sermons.  He  was  gifted  in  personal  work  and 
magnetic  power  in  convincing  young  men  to  take  a  stand  for  Christ.  Fourth,  he  was  a  great 
educator,  a  good  teacher,  and  a  unique  disciplinarian.  For  fifteen  years  he  spared  neither  time, 
strength,  nor  money  to  make  Round  Hill  Academy  a  success.  He  taught  his  churches  to  support 
Christian  education. 

"In  personality  he  was  winsome,  in  character  he  was  firm,  in  conviction  strong  and 
unyielding. 

In  1914  Mr.  Hunt  gave  up  the  place  of  principal  of  Round  Hill  School  and  accepted  full- 
time  pastoral  work  with  the  Cliff  side  Baptist  Church.  Soon  after  moving  to  this  church,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Geneva  Gardin.  They  spent  eight  useful,  happy  years  there  in  the  Lords' 
work.  In  1922  Mr.  Hunt  accepted  a  call  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Spindale  where  he  was 
pastor  for  two  years.  In  1924  his  wife  died.  He  and  his  four  small  children  went  to  the  home 
of  his  wifes'  father  and  mother  at  Glenwood,  North  Carolina.  The  names  of  those  children 
were  Jessie  or  Mrs.  John  C.  McCollum  of  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia;  David  Judson  Hunt  of 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C.  Sarah,  or  Mrs.  Louis  M.  Cox  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  Elizabeth,  or  Mrs. 
William  J.  Stallings  of  Spindale,  N.  C. 

Until  his  death  in  1932,  he  was  pastor  of  churches  in  McDowell  and  Rutherford  coun- 
ties. During  his  33  years  of  service,  he  was  pastor  of  28  different  churches.  This  writer,  as  a 
boy  of  eleven,  remembers  his  first  trip  to  Mountain  Creek  Baptist  Church.  He  said;  "I  am 
looking  for  a  place  to  plant  my  life  for  God".  I  think  he  found  that  place.  God  has  a  purpose 
for  every  man's  life.  The  glory  of  man's  life  is  to  have  achieved  the  purpose  God  has  for  him. 

Brother  David  Jesse  Hunt  learned  Gods'  purpose  for  his  life  first  from  his  father  and 
mother.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  intelligence  and  had  a  keen  spiritual  insight.  He  was  a  careful 
interpreter  of  the  Bible,  and  he  was  beloved  for  his  pastoral  faithfulness.  He  shared  in  keeping 
strong  the  "Faith  of  the  Fathers".  He  was  a  pioneer  in  arousing  interest  in  many  families  in  this 
section  of  Rutherford  County  whose  children  were  to  become  the  strength  of  the  schools,  the 
churches  and  community  life.  He  was  never  concerned  about  achieving  fame  for  himself,  but 
he  gave  his  compassion  and  love  for  boys  and  girls  whom  he  taught.  Some  one  said  of  him: 
that  God  gave  him  the  strength  of  three  ordinary  men,  and  he  enjoyed  to  the  utmost  using 
every  ounce  of  that  strength  in  dedicated  service  for  his  Master.  Like  Paul,  his  heart's  desire 
and  prayer  to  God  was  "That  the  world  might  be  saved." 
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REV.  B.  M.  HAMRICK 

(Picture  And  Information  Unavailable) 

DR.  M.  A.  ADAMS 

(Picture  And  Information  Unavailable) 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  M.  BROWN 


The  fourth  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Church  was  James  M.  Brown.  He  was  elected  September 
5,  1925.  Rev.  James  Madison  Brown  was  born  February  19,  1872,  in  the  state  of  Kansas.  The 
family  moved  to  North  Carolina  in  1879.  Mr.  Brown  attended  the  public  schools  of  Rutherford 
County.  The  family  moved  to  McDowell  County  in  1890  where  some  members  of  his  family 
still  reside.  After  completing  high  school  he  attended  Wake  Forest  College  for  one  year  in  1900. 
He  attended  Berea  College  in  Kentucky  where  he  graduated  with  a  B.  L.  degree  in  June, 
1904.  He  then  studied  two  years  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Rochester,  New  York.  He 
worked  his  way  through  college  and  seminary. 

He  was  called  as  pastor  of  a  Baptist  church  in  New  York  State  at  a  salary  of  $1500.00 
per  year.  He  served  this  church  several  years.  He  resigned  this  church  to  accept  work  in 
Minnesota  where  he  was  pastor  of  two  churches;  Camley  and  Minnesota.  These  churches  were 
twenty  miles  apart,  and  he  walked  many  times  to  meet  his  appointments. 

In  1914  he  was  called  to  a  Baptist  church  in  Hulett,  Wyoming  where  he  served  five 
years.  He  returned  to  his  home  in  1919  where  he  served  as  pastor  in  many  rural  churches  in 
McDowell  and  Rutherford  Counties  until  his  health  failed  in  1945. 

Rev.  Brown  was  Historian  of  the  Green  River  Association  for  twenty-five  years.  He  was 
elected  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Church  September,  1925.  He  served  for  thirteen  years.  He  was 
again  called  back  to  pastor  Green  Hill  Church  January  10,  1943,  and  served  until  1945  when 
his  health  failed  making  sixteen  years  of  faithful  service  to  this  church. 
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Brother  Brown  was  one  of  the  most  unique  characters  in  the  Green  River  Association. 
His  memory  was  unsurpassed  by  any  one.  It  was  said  of  him  that  he  never  forgot  a  date.  He 
could  quote  the  Bible  as  no  one  else  this  writer  has  ever  known.  He  never  used  notes,  in 
spite  of  this,  his  sermons  were  full  of  scripture  references.  He  was  very  fluent,  in  the  use  of 
the  English  language.  He  was  truly  a  gospel  preacher.  The  burden  of  hi$  messages  was  Jesus 
Christ,  his  life,  death  and  resurrection  and  his  great  love  for  lost  people.  His,  brilliant  mind, 
education,  friendliness,  and  devotion  to  the  work  of  the  kingdom  gave  him  a  distinction  very 
few  could  claim.  "Jim"  Brown,  as  he  was  known,  was  a  friendly  man.  He!  had  a  great  sense 
of  humor  and  was  a  welcome  guest  in  many  homes.  He  delighted  in  talking  to  young  people. 
Having  no  children  of  his  own,  he  was  a  father  to  all.  He  could  delight  young  people  and 
adults  as  well  with  the  experiences  in  the  West.  One  story  this  writer  remembers  was  his  trip 
from  Minnesota  to  Wyoming.  At  this  time  in  the  West  roads  were  poor.  The  last  60  miles  of 
his  trip  from  Railroad  to  Hulett,  Wyoming,  had  to  be  made  by  dog  sled.  His  party  stopped 
over  night  at  a  station  where  whiskey  was  sold.  A  crowd  of  men  already  feeling  their  "barley 
corn"  when  Brother  Brown  and  his  party  arrived  at  the  post,  asked  him  what  he  was  doing  in 
the  wild  west?  He  replied:  "I  am  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ."  One  of  the  group 
said:  "Mister  you  had  better  turn  around  and  head  back  East."  Brother  Brown  replied:  "If 
I  can't  do  you  any  good,  I  will  do  you  no  harm." 

This  work  at  Hulett,  Wyoming,  was  a  new  mission  field  with  no  promise  of  salary. 
It  was  a  challenge  for  any  man's  faith  working  under  the  sponsorship  of  Hulett  Baptist 
Church  to  open  missions  in  this  sparsely  settled  country  with  few  roads.  Because  of  his  dedicated 
commitment,  the  work  prospered.  He  remained  on  this  field  five  years  coming  back  to  North 
Carolina  in  1919.  He  married  Miss  Sallie  Neal  in  1920.  She  was  a  lady  of  high  ideals,  a 
consecrated  Christian,  and  she  proved  to  be  a  spiritual  helper.  She  was  loved  fay  all  the  people 
with  whom  they  served.  For  twenty-five  years  they  labored  together  until  Brother  Brown's 
health  failed  in  1945.  At  that  time  he  had  to  give  up  all  his  church  work.  He  had  served 
faithfully  for  half  a  century  in  the  kingdom  of  His  Lord.  He  gradually  grew  worse,  and 
January  20,  1951,  he  heard  the  call  "Come  Up  Higher". 

Mrs.  Brown  lived  nine  years  after  brother  Brown  departed  this  life.  She  die  J  }uly  2, 
1960,  in  the  Rutherford  Hospital.  They  were  interred  in  the  Glenwood  Cemetery. 
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REV.  C.  W.  WALKER 


Rev.  C.  W.  Walker  was  the  5th  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church.  "Charlie"  as  he 
was  known  by  many  of  his  church  members  was  born  in  Rutherford  County  near  the  small 
town  of  Bostic  on  October  29,  1905. 

In  1928,  he  joined  Florence  Baptist  Church  in  Forest  City  and  surrendered  his  life  to 
the  ministry  the  following  year  in  1929.  Rev.  Walker  graduated  from  Mars  Hill  College 
in  1934  and  then  attended  Furman  University  where  he  graduated  in  1936.  He  attended  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  from  1936-1938. 

In  March  1938,  he  became  pastor  of  Trinity  Baptist  Church  in  Mooresboro.  He  then 
served  the  following  churches:  Mt.  Creek,  Rutherfordton;  Green  Hill,  Rutherfordton;  Concord 
Baptist  Church  of  Bostic;  Mt.  Pleasant  in  Mooresboro;  Bethel  Baptist  in  Statesville,  N.  C; 
West  Concord,  Concord,  N.  C;  Bethlehem,  West  End;  David  Baptist  Church  in  Kings  Mountain, 
N.  C;  Allen  Memorial  in  Grover,  N.  C;  and  Flint  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  Shelby,  North 
Carolina. 


Rev.  Walker  has  been  serving  churches  in  the  Tar  Heel  State  for  over  28  years. 


GREEN  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


33 


REV.  AND  MRS.  T.  M.  HESTER 


On  September  13,  1941,  one  of  the  largest  crowds  ever  to  assemble  in  Rutherford.  County, 
for  a  funeral  gathered  at  the  Spencer  Baptist  Church  in  Spindale  to  pay  their  last  respects 
to  Rev.  T.  M.  Hester.  Brother  Hester  had  died  unexpectedly  two  days  earlier  on  September  11 
of  a  heart  attack.  Thousands  viewed  the  body  as  it  lay  in  state.  It  was  estimated  that  over 
two  thousand  people  attended  the  funeral;  forty  ministers  were  present  to  pay  homage  to  one 
of  Rutherford  County's  most  noted  pastors.  Fifty  flowers  girls  and  sixteen  autombiles  were 
required  for  the  transportation  of  flowers  from  the  church  to  the  cemetary.  Thus  ended  the 
career  of  a  tremendous  man,  greatly  loved,  and  respected  by  people  from  all  walks  of  life.  It 
was  May  of  the  following  year  that  a  five-ton  rock  was  placed  at  the  head  of  his  grave 
with  a  beautiful  piece  of  marble  carrying  the  names  of  the  nineteen  churches  where 
he  had  served  as  pastor.  This  was  their  Memorial  to  him  who  had  served  them  so  well  for 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  This  great  man  had  been  the  sixth  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Baptist 
Church. 

Rev.  Hester  was  born  July  18,  1866.  He  joined  the  Green  River  Baptist  Church  and  was 
baptized  by  Rev.  A.  T.  Jones  in  his  childhood.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Ford  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Community  of  Rutherford  County  on  November  17,  1887.  His  wife  passed  away  January 
13,  1952. 

Rev.  Hester  detested  a  necktie  and  never  wore  one  while  preaching.  He  serv- 
ed as  pastor  of  the  following  churches:  Hick's  Grove,  Mount  Olivet,  Buck  Creek,  Prospect, 
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Riverside,  Silver  Creek,  Piedmont,  Calvary,  Piedmont  in  Chesnee,  S.  C,  Chesnee  Mill,  Race 
Path,  Goodes's  Creek,  First  Broad,  New  Pleasant,  Green  Hill,  Oak  Springs,  Shiloh,  and  Broad 
River  Baptist  Churches. 

Mr.  Hester  was  highly  regarded  as  a  revival  speaker.  He  gained  great  fame  for  his  funeral 
messages  and  bringing  comfort  to  the  bereaved.  He  is  said  to  have  been  in  charge  of  over  a 
thousand  funerals,  over  a  thousand  baptisms,  and  several  hundred  weddings. 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Gillespie  once  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  Smithfield,  N.  C. 
wrote  of  Rev.  Hester:  "He  was  a  Christian  gentlemen  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  His  belief 
in  God  was  profound  and  his  faith  unmovable,  his  'belief  in  Jesus  as  a  Saviour  was  firm  and 
unwavering,  and  his  devotion  to  the  Lord  and  to  his  work  was  without  hypocrisy.  Mr.  Hester 
was  a  plain,  honest  man  of  the  old  school.  The  many  "isms"  of  his  day  never  could  shake 
him  loose  from  his  belief  in  the  plain,  old  time  religion.  He  never  tried  to  put  on  a  show, 
nor  did  he  ever  want  to  put  himself  in  the  forefront,  but  instead  he  wanted  to  hold  up  and 
exalt  Christ,  and  he  did." 

Rev.  Hester  and  his  wife  were  greatly  loved  by  the  members  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church 
and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  his  resignation  was  accepted  in  September  of  1940.  He 
served  the  Church  and  the  people  well. 
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THE  REV.  PAUL  T.  BROCK 

Th<-  Rev.  Paul  T.  Brock  was  born  in  Laurens,  South  Carolina.  He  received  his  education 
at  Gardner-Webb  College,  Furman  University  and  Southern  Baptist  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky. He  was  called  to  the  ministry  in  1939.  He  has  served  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Ruther- 
lord  ton,  North  Carolina;  Cross  Mill  Church,  Marion,  North  Carolina;  Marietta  Street  Baptist 
Church,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina;  Southside  Baptist  Church,  Mooresville,  North  Carolina;  Reedy 
Fork  Baptist  Church,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina;  and  Morgan  Memorial  Baptist  Church. 
Greenville,  South  Carolina,  his  present  pastorate. 

Mr.  Brock  has  served  on  the  General  Board  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention,  and 
as  Moderator  of  South  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  He  has  traveled  throughout  Europe,  Egypt, 
and  Palestine.  In  1959,  he  was  m  Cuba  on  a  preaching  mission  sponsored  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Mrs.  Brock  is  the  former  Gladys  Scoggins,  and  they  have  two  sons:  James  A.  Brock,  II, 
and  Talmage  Brock;  also,  a  daughter,  Paula. 
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REV.  W.  D.  WILLIAMSON 

(Picture  And  Information  Unavailable) 
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THE  REV.  LeROY  DeKALB  LEPPARD 


The  Rev.  LeRoy  DeKalb  Leppard  was  born  April  4,  1902,  in  Greenville  County,  South 

Carolina,  the  thirteenth  and  last  child  of  James  F.  Leppard  and  Adelia  Adair  Leppard.  He 

attended  grade  school  in  Greenville  County  and  city,  and  was  superintendent  of  a  rural  Sunday 

School  while  still  wearing  "knee  pants."  He  felt  the  call  to  preach  at  an  early  age,  but  he  joined 

the  United  States  Navy  near  the  end  of  World  War  I  to  escape  the  call.  Because  he  was  too  young 

to  be  in  military  service,  he  was  soon  released  and  came  back  to  finish  high  school  in  South 
Carolina  and  in  Washington  County,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Leppard  graduated  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky  in  1925,  and  from  the  University  of  Chicago  in  1928.  He  also  studied  at  the  University 
of  South  Carolina,  Columbia;  Furman  University,  Greenville,  South  Carolina;  the  University  of 
Southern  California;  and  almost  completed  work  leading  to  his  doctorate  degree  at  Duke 
University. 

Pastorates  in  South  Carolina  served  by  Mr.  Leppard  were  Prosperity,  Eastover,  Welcome 
Church  at  Greenville,  Tiger  Church  at  Tigerville,  and  Latta  Baptist  Church.  In  North  Carolina, 
he  served  at  Maxton,  Wendell,  Piedmont  and  Green  Hill  churches  near  Rutherfordton,  and 
Columbus  Baptist  Church  in  Polk  County. 

Early  during  World  War  II,  when  so  many  of  the  young  men  from  his  church  were  being 
drafted  into  service,  he  felt  compelled  to  share  the  struggle  with  them  and  went  into  the  Navy 
as  a  chaplain.  He  served  as  a  hospital  chaplain  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia;  as  service  school  chap- 


38 


GREEN  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


lain  for  five  thousand  young  men  at  Sampson  Naval  Training  Station,  Geneva,  New  York;  and 
as  Senior  Chaplain  at  the  Sampson  Naval  Hospital.  Then  he  was  transferred  to  Asroia,  Oregon, 
Seattle,  Washington,  and  overseas  into  the  South  Pacific  aboard  the  assault  transport  carrier 
"U.S.S.  Lenawee."  He  was  in  the  midst  of  the  battles  of  Iwo  Jima  and  Okinawa.  It  was  while 
serving  here  that  he  acquired  arthritis  so  severely  that  he  was  later  discharged  from  the  service 
with  a  disability  discharge.  After  recuperating  for  several  months  in  the  Navy  hospital  at  San 
Pedro,  California,  he  was  sent  for  a  tour  of  duty  to  Brooklyn,  New  York  to  the  Armed  Guard 
Center  before  being  discharged  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Commander. 

For  a  year  after  his  Naval  discharge,  Mr.  Leppard  worked  with  the  Los  Angeles  Baptist 
City  Mission  Society.  He  came  back  to  North  Carolina,  to  Rutherfordton  in  1947  to  serve  the 
Green  Hill  and  Piedmont  churches.  However,  by  1954,  his  health  had  become  so  wretched,  his 
doctors  advised  a  warmer  climate.  He  went  to  the  Florida  Keys  to  live;  however,  this  proved 
too  far  from  his  beloved  children  and  grandchildren,  so  he  moved  back  to  North  Carolina  in 
1958,  this  time  to  the  waters  off  the  coast,  at  Nags  Head,  where  he  resided  till  the  Master  called 
him  home  on  February  25,  1965.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Columbia,  South  Carolina  where  he  and  his  wife,  the  former  Ruby  Hammond,  of  Greenville 
and  Greer,  South  Carolina,  first  met  in  Training  Union  back  in  1922.  Interment  was  in  Elmwood 
Cemetery,  Columbia. 

Mrs.  Leppard  still  lives  at  Nags  Head,  North  Carolina.  There  are  two  daughters.  Helen 
(Mrs.  Preston  H.  Callison)  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  and  Marianne  Leppard  Wilson  Cole, 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  nine  grandchildren. 

Always  interested  in  civic  and  community  affairs  as  well  as  his  church  activities,  Mr. 
Leppard  was  at  various  times  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club,  Mormac  Club,  a  Mason,  Rotarian, 
and  Post  Commander  of  Fred  Williams  American  Legion  Post  No.  75  at  Rutherfordton,  North 
Carolina. 
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THE  REV.  T.  B.  Deese 

The  Rev.  T.  B.  Deese,  eleventh  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church,  was  born  in  Union 
County  March  9,  1913  to  William  Thomas  and  Sarah  Ann  Webb  Deese.  He  grew  up  on  a  farm 
near  Wingate,  North  Carolina. 

Of  his  conversion  experience  and  call  to  the  ministry,  Mr.  Deese  says. 

"As  a  lad  I  attended  Austin  Grove  Baptist  Church  with  my  parents,  and,  as  a  lad,  joined 
that  church  during  a  revival  when  many  others  were  joining.  However,  I  was  not  really  con- 
verted until  after  I  was  married  and  the  father  of  two  children.  It  was  on  May  29,  1935,  that 
I  accepted  Christ  as  my  personal  Saviour.  It  v/as  in  a  noonday  prayer  meeting  conducted  by 
a  group  of  laymen  who  were  interested  in  lost  people.  The  prayer  meeting  was  being  conducted 
on  a  hillside  where  the  free-way  now  by-passes  Monroe,  North  Carolina. 

"It  was  some  six  months  or  a  year  'before  I  fully  believed  the  Lord  had  called,  me  to 
preach  the  gospel.  I  resisted  the  call  for  a  little  more  than  two  years.  I  was  not  educated;  I 
knew  I  would  have  to  go  back  to  school;  and  I  felt  that  I  was  not  ready  to  make  that  kind  of 
sacrifice.  However,  in  the  late  spring  of  1939,  I  went  back  to  the  place  where  I  was  converted, 
all  alone,  and  surrendered  to  the  Lord  to  preach.  In  my  prayer  of  surrender,  I  told  the  Lord 
if  He  wanted  me  to  preach,  I  would;  but  He  would  have  to  open  the  door.  I  was  not  going 
to  tell  anyone  about  my  call,  but  if  He  opened  the  door,  I  would  do  my  best.  I  went  back  to 
the  barber  shop  (I  was  a  barber  by  trade),  and  before  I  got  the  door  unlocked  a  lad  came  and 
asked  if  I  would  go  down  and  shave  his  father  who  was  sick  in  bed.  I  went  with  the  boy  to 


40 


GREEN  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


shave  his  father,  who  was  a  Baptist  pastor.  I  did  not  mention  to  him  that  I  had  just  come  from 
My  committment  to  the  Lord.  After  we  had  visited  a  few  minutes:  He  said,  "Tommy,  I  fee] 
impressed  by  the  Lord  to  ask  you  to  preach  for  me  Sunday  night  at  one  of  my  churches." 
The  church  was  Secrest  Grove.  Then  I  told  him  that  I  had  just  come  from  the  place  of  my 
commitment  to  the  Lord  and  that  I  would  do  the  best  I  could.  On  that  Sunday  night,  as  I  sat  and 
waited  while  the  pastor  was  going  through  the  preliminaries,  I  was  so  frightened  I  could  not 
distinguish  one  person  from  another  in  the  congregation.  The  choir  sang  several  selections; 
the  pastor  asked  one  of  the  saints  of  the  Lord  to  lead  in  prayer,  after  which  I  was  to  preach. 
While  she  was  praying,  a  holy  calm  came  over  me.  I  shall  never  forget  that  experience  as  long 
as  I  shall  live.  I  tried  to  preach  about  Noah  and  the  Ark.  When  I  finished,  which  was  a  very 
few  minutes  later,  I  gave  an  invitation  to  those  who  were  outside  the  ark  of  Christ  to  come 
forward.  There  was  a  man  for  whom  the  church  had  prayed  for  many  years  who  came  and 
gave  his  life  to  Christ.  Since  that  day  I  have  preached  almost  every  Lord's  Day  for  the  Lord 
really  opened  the  doors." 

Mr.  Deese's  first  pastorate  was  Mineral  Springs  Baptist  Church  near  Peachland,  North 
Carolina.  During  his  college  days,  he  served  the  Midland  and  Pleasant  Plain  churches.  After 
completing  work  at  Wingate  College,  he  became  pastor  of  West  Concord  Baptist  Church,  Con- 
cord, North  Carolina.  Five  years  later,  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Green  Hill  and  Piedmont 
Baptist  churches,  of  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina.  Then  came  Calvin  Heights  Baptist  Church 
in  Morganton,  North  Carolina,  March  1,  1966.  Mr.  Deese  began  a  new  pastorate  in  Wallace 
North  Carolina. 
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THE  REV.  SIDNEY  OXENDINE 

(Picture  unavailable) 

The  Rev.  Sidney  Oxendine  was  born  October  13,  1913  in  Sumter  County,  South  Carolina, 
the  fourth  of  seven  children.  He  was  converted  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  was  baptized,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  Long  Branch  Baptist  Church  near  Sumter,  South  Carolina.  Concerning  his 
call  to  the  ministry,  Mr.  Oxendine  says,  "From  the  time  I  was  a  small  lad,  I  knew  God  wanted 
me  to  preach  His  unsearchable  riches  of  grace  through  Christ.  Realizing  that  I  was  not  getting 
in  the  public  schools  around  my  home  what  I  needed  in  preparation  for  my  calling,  I  left  home 
August  24,  1931  to  go  to  North  Greenville  Baptist  Academy,  Tigerville,  South  Carolina  to  begin 
preparing  for  the  ministry.  I  had  no  money  with  which  to  pay  my  expenses,  so  I  became  one 
of  the  plow  boys  on  the  farm  maintained  by  the  school  and  worked  my  way  through  four  years 
of  high  school  and  two  years  of  college.  I  wanted  to  continue  my  college  education,  but  I  never 
had  any  money  and  had  to  depend  on  working  my  way.  Being  unable  to  secure  a  scholarship  at 
any  of  the  senior  colleges,  I  enrolled  at  the  Baptist  Bible  Institute,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  in 
August,  1937  and  remained  there  through  the  spring  of  1939.  I  remained  out  of  school  for 
fifteen  years  while  serving  pastorates  in  Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  North  Carolina." 

Mr.  Oxendine  graduated  from  North  Greenville  Junior  College,  Tigerville,  South 
Carolina  in  1937  with  an  Associate  in  Arts  degree.  He  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from 
Limestone  College,  Gaffney,  South  Carolina  in  1958;  a  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  was  presented 
him  by  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina  May  18,  1962. 
He  has  done  additional  work  at  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  at  the  University  of 
South  Carolina  in  Columbia. 

Pastorates  held  by  Mr.  Oxendine  are:  Zion  Hill  Baptist  Church  near  Hammond, 
Louisiana,  January,  1944  to  May,  1945;  First  Baptist  Church,  Dierks,  Arkansas,  September,  1945  to 
June,  1947;  Watson  Baptist  Church,  Watson,  Arkansas,  July,  1947  to  December,  1948;  First  Baptist 
Church,  Dardanelle,  Arkansas,  December  1948  to  September,  1953;  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina,  October,  1953  to  December,  1954;  Thompson's  Chapel  Baptist 
Church,  Route  Two,  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  December,  1954  to  December,  1956;  East 
Corinth  Baptist  Church,  Gold  Hill,  North  Carolina,  December,  1956  to  December,  1961;  Wood- 
ville  Baptist  Church,  Hertford,  North  Carolina,  August,  1963  to  December,  1965.  His  present 
pastorate  is  Roper  Baptist  Church,  Roper,  North  Carolina,  where  he  began  in  December,  1965. 

Mrs.  Oxendine  is  the  former  Miss  Sue  Walker  of  Rutherfordton.  They  were  married 
February  3,  1945  and  have  one  son,  Jerry,  who  is  a  senior  at  Perquimans  High  School,  Hertford, 
North  Carolina. 
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THE  REV.  DALE  G.  HOOPER 


The  Rev.  Dale  G.  Hooper,  thirteenth  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church  is  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  his  home  being  in  Asheville.  He  received  his  education  at  Mars  Hill  College, 
Wake  Forest  College,  and  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Of  his  pastorate  at  Green  Hill,  Mr.  Hooper  writes:  "Having  completed  seminary  training, 
we  made  a  trip  into  the  deep  south  for  the  traditional  'trial  sermon'.  Soon  after  we  received 
this  invitation,  an  invitation  came  from  the  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church.  The  opportune  time 
to  visit  Green  Hill  was  on  the  trip  south.  We  drove  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  visited  the 
church  offering  a  position  as  assistant  to  the  pastor.  We  left  not  feeling  any  particular  leading 
in  that  direction.  So  we  headed  back  north  for  a  weekend  at  Green  Hill. 

"Immediately  a  responsive  chord  was  struck.  We  were  impressed  by  the  people,  the  need 
and  the  opportunity.  The  call  was  extended  in  a  few  weeks  and  was  accepted. 

"So,  young  and  green,  we  left  Louisville,  having  loaded  our  'worldly  goods'  in  the  back 
of  our  car,  and  headed  for  North  Carolina.  The  poverty  of  experience  and  the  wealth  of  im- 
maturity made  getting  started  a  difficult  task.  But  the  Lord  was  good  to  us,  and  the  people 
were  gracious  in  their  reception  of  us  into  the  life  of  the  community  and  church,  and  in 
support  of  our  efforts  in  leading  the  church. 


GREEN  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


43 


"In  a  backward  glance  it  would  seem  that  we  terminated  our  pastorate  at  Green  Hill 
too  soon,  especially  in  the  light  of  what  had  not  been  done.  However,  at  the  time,  it  seemed 
the  time  had  come  to  move  on.  We  had  no  doubt  then,  or  even  now,  that  that  was  the  right 
decision,  it  was  not  made  without  reluctance  and  difficulty.  We  left  with  some  very  clear-cut 
impressions:  progress  to  some  degree  had  been  made  in  many  areas  of  need;  it  had  not  been  an 
easy  time,  due  no  doubt  more  to  our  lack  in  ability,  experience,  and  dedication  than  any  other 
one  thing;  but  a  very  enjoyable  time  when  some  enduring  friendships  were  established;  and 
a  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  opportunity  of  service  for  the  Lord  there. 

Mr.  Hooper's  pastorate  ended  at  Green  Hill  when  a  call  was  extended  and  accepted  to 
the  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Salisbury,  North  Carolina  in  January,  1957.  In  1959,  the  Hoopers 
were  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  to  East  Africa, 
where  Mr.  Hooper  is  now  Director  of  the  Baptist  Publishing  House  for  East  Africa.  They  have 
lived  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  East  Africa  since  the  period  of  language  study  at  the  beginning  of  theii 
appointment  to  East  Africa. 

Mrs.  Hooper  is  the  former  Beulah  Johnson,  of  Richmond,  Virginia  and  their  children  are 
Rollin  Dale,  Robin  Faye,  and  Ryan  Grey. 
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REV.  C.  R.  UPTON 

(Picture  And  Information  Unavailable) 
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THE  REV.  G.  C.  ARNEY 


The  Rev.  G.  C.  Arney  became  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  August,  1961. 

Mr.  Arney  was  born  near  Gamewell  in  Caldwell  County,  North  Carolina  August  13, 
1925.  He  began  his  high  school  education  in  the  Collettsville  High  School,  but  this  was  inter- 
rupted by  his  call  to  serve  in  the  army  in  World  War  II.  Upon  returning  from  the  army,  he 
completed  his  last  year  of  high  school  by  attending  Clevengers  Business  College  at  night.  He 
was  employed  by  the  Dixie  Home  chain  of  grocery  stores  and  intended  to  continue  this  vocation, 
gaining  promotions  with  this  company.  His  plans  were  changed  by  his  call  to  the  ministry 
which  Mr.  Arney  describes  in  this  way: 

"Having  felt  the  call  to  the  ministry  since  a  teen-ager,  I  came  to  the  place  where  I  could 
no  longer  escape  that  call  and  have  any  peace  and  joy  within  my  life.  When  I  was  twenty-nine 
years  of  age,  Mrs.  Starns,  then  Dean  of  Women  at  Gardner-Webb  College,  brought  a  group  of- 
students  for  an  evening  service  to  the  Flemmings  Chapel  Baptist  Church  where  I  was  a  member. 
Mrs.  Starns  brought  a  message  on  Adorning  the  Gospel,'  using  Titus  2:10  as  her  text.  It  was 
here  that  God  spoke  to  me  again,  and  I  knew  that  my  life  did  not  adorn  the  Gospel,  for  it  was 
a  life  of  disobedience  in  faithful  church  attendance.  That  evening  I  responded  to  the  invitation 
and  announced  that  God  was  calling  me  to  the  ministry." 

Later,  Mr.  Arney  was  called  to  serve  as  pastor  of  the  Setzer  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Cald- 
well Association.  While  pastor  of  that  church,  he  completed  the  three-year  study  at  Fruitland 
Baptist  Bible  Institute.  Feeling  that  he  needed  further  preparation,  he  resigned  his  pastorate 
after  five  years  and  enrolled  in  the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  There  he  earned 
the  Diploma  in  Christian  Theology. 

Mr.  Arney  was  serving  the  Hermanville  Baptist  Church,  in  Hermanville,  Mississippi  when 
he  accepted  the  call  to  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  August,  1961.  He  is  presently  the  pastor  of 
Fairview  Baptist  Church,  Fairview,  North  Carolina,  having  left  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church  in 
1965  to  accept  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arney  have  one  son,  Barry,  a  high  school  student. 
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Billy  D.  Martin  became  the  sixteenth  pastor  of  Green  Hill  Baptist  Church,  assuming  his 
duties  on  August  3,  1965.  Mr.  Martin  was  born  on  April  19,  1933,  in  the  Ruth  Section  of  Ruther- 
ford County  in  a  small  three  room  house  near  what  is  today  Southern  Baptist  Church.  The 
family  shortly  moved  to  Forest  City  and  then  to  Spindale  where  Mr.  Martin  attended  Spindale 
School  and  graduated  in  1951  from  Rutherfordton-Spindale  Central  High  School.  It  was  while 
in  high  school  that  he  became  interested  in  the  field  of  sportscasting  and  was  employed  by 
Radio  Station  WBBO  in  Forest  City,  where  he  worked  for  ten  years. 

In  the  words  of  Mr.  Martin;  "In  1957  I  was  converted  and  that  was  the  end  of  my  career 
in  radio."  A  short  time  later  he  surrended  his  life  to  the  full-time  ministry.  Also  in  that  year  he 
married  Miss  Barbara  Jean  Harris  of  Burnsville,  N.  C.  a  nurse  at  the  Rutherford  Hospital. 
They  now  have  two  children,  both  boys,  Joseph  and  Stephen. 

In  1958,  Mr.  Martin  enrolled  at  Gardner-Webb  College  in  Boiling  Springs,  N.  C.  and 
received  his  AA  Degree  in  1960.  In  September  of  1960,  he  entered  Furman  University  in  Green- 
ville, S.  C.  and  received  his  BA  Degree  from  there  on  January  16,  1962.  The  following  morning 
January  17,  1962  with  seventeen  dollars  in  his  pocket  he  was  standing  in  front  of  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.  C. 

"I  found  out  the  hard  way  what  true  faith  was,  "Mr.  Martin  stated,  when  I  told  the 
Registrar  at  Southeastern  that  I  couldn't  pay  my  entrance  fee.  "My  wife  was  250  miles  away 
expecting  our  second  child  and  I  didn't  have  even  the  promise  of  a  job,  but  they  permitted 
me  to  enter  school." 
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God  always  responds  to  faith  and  in  a  few  months  Mr.  Martin  was  making  a  top  salary 
at  Radio  Station  WRAL  in  Raleigh.  Corinth  Baptist  Church,  Rt.  3  Louisburg,  N.  C.  then  ex- 
tended to  him  a  call  which  he  accepted.  At  that  time  he  was  ordained  by  Spencer  Baptist  Church 
of  Spindale.  He  remained  at  Corinth  Baptist  Church  for  over  three  years  during  which  time 
he  received  his  BD  Degree  from  Southeastern  Seminary.  Mr.  Martin  also  served  as  pastor  of 
Mt.  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Rt.  3,  Louisburg  in  conjunction  with  Corinth  prior  to  returning  to 
Rutherford  County  as  pastor  of  Green  Hill. 

Mr.  Martin's  favorite  passage  of  Scripture  is  Matthew  7:  7-8 

Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you: 

For  every  one  that  asketh  receiveth;  and  he  that  seeketh  findeth;  and  to  him 
that  knocketh  it  shall  be  opened. 
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WILLIAM  CRAWFORD  LYNCH 

IN  MEMORIUM: 

William  Crawford  Lynch  was,  born  November  4,  1890.  He  was  the  youngest  of  six  sons 
of  M.  K.  and  Sarah  Susan  Lynch.  He  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm  in  the  Pleasant  Grove  Com- 
munity and  attended  the  Public  Schools  of  Rutherford  County. 

He  was  converted  at  an  early  age  and  joined  the  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church,  where 
he  was  a  regular  attendant  at  Sunday  School  and  other  services. 

He  attended  the  Round  Hill  Academy  and  Boiling  Spring  High  School  where  he  com- 
pleted his  high  school  education.  He  was  appointed  Post  Master  at  Caroleen  North  Carolina, 
were  he  worked  for  several  years.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Nannie  Long  in  1916.  During  the 
Flu  epidemic  of  1918  Mrs.  Lynch  was  stricken  and  died  of  this  dreadful  disease. 

Mr.  Lynch  had  felt  for  sometime  that  God  was  calling  him  into  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and 
realizing  the  need  of  a  college  education  he  resigned  as  Post  Master  at  Caroleen,  and  entered 
Wake  Forest  College  and  received  an  A.  B.  Degree  in  the  mid  twenties.  He  then  went  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary  at  Louisville  Kentucky  and  graduated  with  a  M.  A.  Degree  in 
Theology. 

After  three  years  study  at  the  Seminary  he  came  back  to  North  Carolina  and  did  Train- 
ing Union  and  Sunday  School  work  for  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  in  the) 
Sandy  Run  Association. 

He  taught  Bible  and  Greek  at  Gardner-Webb  College  for  several  years,  also  Mr.  Lynch 
taught  at  the  Mars  Hill  High  School. 
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He  was  pastor  of  several  churches  in  Cleveland  County  and  the  following  churches  in 
the  Green  River  Association:  Pleasant  Grove,  his  home  church,  Mountain  Creek,  Mount  Vernon, 
and  Pleasant  Hill. 

He  married  Miss  Alma  Putman  of  Cleveland  County,  August  7th,  1928.  She  is  a  fine 
school  teacher  and  a  very  gracious  lady.  She  was  a  great  help  in  Mr.  Lynch's  Pastoral  work, 
especially  with  the  Womans  Missionary  Society  and  the  young  people's  work.  Mrs.  Lynch  is 
a  good  Bible  teacher  and  taught  the  adult  women's  Sunday  School  Class  in  many  of  the 
churches  Mr.  Lynch  served. 

Mr.  Lynch  was  a  good  organizer  and  believed  in  a  training  program  for  the  entire 
membership  of  his  churches,  in  Missions,  Bible  study  and  in  the  Full  Program  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention. 

Mr.  Lynch  taught  in  the  public  school  system  for  many  years.  He  was  principal  of  the 
Green  Hill  School  for  several  years.  It  was  during  this  time  that  Mr.  and  Mrjs.  Lynch  joined 
Green  Hill  Church  and  gave  their  best  to  make  this  community  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

Mrs.  Lynch  had  previously  organized  the  YWA.  Also  she  organized  a  Dramatic  Club  with 
the  young  people  and  young  married  couples,  which  proved  a  great  help  to  the  school  and 
church. 

Mr.  Lynch  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  and  Superintendant  of  the  Sunday 
School  several  years.  The  Lynch  family  moved  their  church  membership  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Rutherfordton  in  1951.  The  First  Church  honored  Mr.  Lynch  April  1964  for  a  long 
service  as  a  minister  and  educator  of  the  youth  of  Rutherford  County. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Atchley,  Principle  of  Green  Hill  School  wrote  of  him  on  this  occassion  as  follows: 
'Mr.  W.  C.  Lynch  was  my  principal  for  three  years  at  Green  Hill  School.  It  was  a  privilege  to 
teach  under  his  supervision.  Mr.  Lynch's  leadership  as  Principal  and  example  of  his  good 
christian  life  have  meant  much  to  the  school,  church  and  people  of  Green  Hill  Community." 

Mr.  Harvey  Carpenter,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Education  wrote  of  Mr.  Lynch  at  this 
time:  "I  am  glad  of  the  privilege  to  add  a  short  statement  to  the  honor  your  church  is  conferring 
on  you  in  appreciation  of  you  and  your  long,  faithful  service  in  educating  the  youth  of  our 
county.  You  have  contributed  much.  Your  christian  principles  have  added  a  great  deal  to  your 
effectiveness  and  influence.  In  my  book  Mr.  Lynch  is  a  very  fine  person." 

Mr.  Lynch  was  Historian  of  the  Green  River  Association  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
had  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  Association  for  many  years,  especially  in  the  development 
of  Sunday  Schools.  He  organized  the  Green  River  Associational  Sunday  School.  He  was  also  pre- 
sident of  the  Southwestern  District  of  Retired  Teachers  of  the  North  Carolina  Education 
Association. 

Mr.  Lynch  was  never  a  strong  man  physically.  He  was  in  the  hospital  several  times  and 
underwent  two  or  three  major  operations.  However  he  was  always  cheerful  and  had  a  bright 
outlook  on  life.  His  last  sickness  in  May,  1965  required  one  of  his  legs  to  be  amputated,  and 
seemed  to  break  his  spirit.  He  never  fully  recovered,  and  on  June  18,  1965  Crawford  Lynch 
quietly  laid  down  his  trophies,  and  they  were  many,  and  exchanged  his  cross  for  a  crown. 
Here  was  life  in  death  victory-For  Crawford  Lynch  had  accepted  Jesus  as  his  Saviour  and  Lord 
and  had  translated  God's  love  to  the  world  with  his  testimony  through  teaching  the  youth  of 
our  county,  and  preaching  the  good  news  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  living  a  dedicat- 
ed christian  life. 


With  Thankful  Hearts 

and 

Grateful  Appreciation 
Green  Hill 
Baptist  Chureh 
Recognizes  the  following: 


Broyhill  Furniture 
Factories 

Marion  Rd.  Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

TELEPHONE  287-4276 


of 

Forest  City,  N.  C. 

Phone  245-2035 


DETOIEY  OIL  COMPANY 

W.  Main  Street  Spindale,  N.  C. 


Phone  287-3347 

Forest  City,  N.  C. 

Phone  245  9891 


FRANK  W.  RUCKER 

Insurance  Agency 

of 

Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 


Phone  286-4426 


BELK'S  DEPT.  STORE 


of 


135  N.  Main  St.  Rutherfordton 


Phone  287-4241 


KEETER'S  HARDWARE  AND 
FURNITURE  CO. 

Main  St.  Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

PHONE  287-4701 

Bennett  Auto  Service 

Green  Hill 
Phone    286  -  2786 

RADIO  STATION  WAGY 


Forest  City,  N.  C.      Phone  245-9887 


Citizen's  Federal  Savings 

and 

Loan  Association 

Main  St.  Rutherfordton  Phone  286-9119 


WESTERN  AUTO 

of 

Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 


Blossom  Flower  Shop 

W.  Court  St.  Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

Phone  286-9751 


CAROLINA  DAIRY  INC. 

Shelby,  North  Carolina 


Edwards  Bros.  Milling  Co.  Inc. 

of 

Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

PHONE  286-9114 

SEALTEST  DAIRY  INC. 

FOREST  CITY,  N.  C. 

PHONE  245-6171 


MARY  LOIS  SHOPPE 

RUTHERFORDTON,  N.  C.      Phone  287-3220 


Kut  and  Kurl  Beauty  Shop 

205  W.  2nd  ST.       RUTHERFORDTON,  N.  C. 

Phone  287-3246 


J.  HARVEY  CARPENTER 

Main  St.   Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

PHONE  287-4567 


James  Owen's 
Alco  Service  Station 

RITHERFORDTON,  N.  C.         HI-WAY  74 

Phone  286-9943 

McCURRY'S  USED  CARS 

911  East  Main  Street 
Spindale,  N.  C. 


Phone  631-2233 


1007  L  MAIN  STREET 
SHELBY,  N.  C. 


Whitfield's  Sporting 
Goods 

Main  St. 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

PHONE  287-3808 


Holland's  Grocery 

Main  St. 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

PHONE  287-4998 


Sylvan  Theatre 

of 

Rutherfordton 
PHONE  286-9096 


Rutherford  Coffee 
Shoppe 

205  Central  St. 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 


Mary  Eleanor  Beauty 
Shop 

Main  St. 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

PHONE  287-4772 


W.  M.  Craft 

Main  St. 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

PHONE  286-9196 


Reid's  Jewelers 

Main  St. 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

PHONE  287-4171 


City  Barber  Shop 

212  Trade  St. 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 


PHONE  286-9756 


V 


